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Eggers, Dave.  The Circle - Mae Holland is thrilled to be working for the most powerful internet company, 
but as her life beyond the company campus grows distant, a strange encounter with a colleague leaves her 
shaken and her role in the Circle becomes increasingly public. 
 
Hamilton, Steve.  The Lock Artist - Eighteen-year-old Michael, who has not spoken since a tragic 
occurrence ten years before, realizes he has a talent for picking locks, but his skills lead him into a life of crime 
that he will have to escape in order to confront the secret to his silence and find love. 
 
Hassman, Tupelo.  Girlchild - Follows the struggles of Rory Hendrix as she searches for a way out of her 
life of poverty at the Calle, a run-down Reno trailer park where she lives with her mother Jo, a hard-luck 
bartender at the Truck Stop. 
 
Hurston, Zora Neale. Their Eyes Watching God - An African-American woman searches for a fulfilling 
relationship through two loveless marriages and finally finds it in the person of Tea Cake, an itinerant laborer 
and gambler. 
 
Kidd, Sue Monk. The Invention of Wings - The story follows Hetty "Handful" Grimke, a Charleston slave, 
and Sarah, the daughter of the wealthy Grimke family. The novel begins on Sarah's eleventh birthday, when 
she is given ownership over Handful, who is to be her handmaid and follows the next thirty-five years of their 
lives.  
 
Kingsolver, Barbara.  The Bean Trees - Taylor, a poor Kentuckian, makes her way west with an 
abandoned baby girl and stops in Tucson, where she finds friends and discovers resources in apparently empty 
places. 
 
Kline, Christina Baker. Orphan Train - When seventeen-year-old Molly Ayer is sent to perform community 
service at elderly Vivian Daly's home in order to avoid juvenile hall, she discovers that the two are very much 
alike, despite the vast age difference. (historical fiction) 
 
Roe, Robin.  A List of Cages - Adam, a high school senior, rescues Julian, a freshman, from an abusive 
situation. (Book Challenge title) 
 
Salinger, J. D.  Catcher in the Rye - After leaving prep school Holden Caulfield spends three days on his 
own in New York City. 
 
Smith, Betty.  A Tree Grows in Brooklyn - Young Francie Nolan, having inherited both her father's 
romantic and her mother's practical nature, struggles to survive and thrive growing up in the slums of Brooklyn 
in the early twentieth century. 
 
Teran, Andi. Ana of California - When fifteen-year-old orphan Ana Cortez blows her last chance with a 
foster family, she is sent to a farm trainee program in Northern California. Emmett Garber is skeptical that she 
can be any help, but his sister Abbie thinks Ana might be just what they need, that is until she inadvertently 
stirs up trouble in town. (Book Challenge title) 
 



Thomas, Angie.  The Hate U Give - After witnessing her friend's death at the hands of a police officer, Starr 
Carter's life is complicated when the police and a local drug lord try to intimidate her in an effort to learn what 
happened the night Kahlil died. (Book Challenge title) 
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